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After my two week homestay in 2002 in Iwamizawa city, Hokkaido, I have wanted to live
and work in Japan to learn about the people of this country and their language. I was lucky
enough to be selected as a JET Programme ALT and am now living in what seems like a
dream. It is a dream that I have wanted since I was 15 years old. Within the application for
the JET Programme, I was asked if I had a request for placement. My #1 request was to be
placed in Aomori prefecture. I made this request because it was an area I had never visited
and the pictures I had seen and stories I had heard were incredible. Imagine my surprise
and happiness when I discovered that my request had been fulfilled. Also, to be placed in a
beautiful area and small community like Shingo-mura was very exciting for me. During my
time in Shingo-mura, I hope to make many friends and increase my Japanese knowledge
(especially to learn Nanbu-ben). I also hope to be successful in teaching the children of
Shingo-mura as well as teaching community members about myself and my culture. I am
always happy to meet new people and to learn their stories and experience. I look forward to
becoming life-long friends with the people of Shingo-mura. Thank you all for being so

welcoming. I feel at home.
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